
COTON-IN-THE-ELMS  PARISH  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a Parish Council meeting held on 6th September 2016, at the Community Centre, Coton-
in-the-Elms.  
 
Present 
 
Councillors Mrs K Bradford [Chairman], Mrs S Campion, M Kinson and A Leese. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Lees [Vice-Chairman], Mrs C Bradford and  
MJ Mason. 
 
District Councillor Mrs E Hall and County Councillor K Lauro were also in attendance. 
 
Mr PG Davies, the Parish Clerk, was also present. 
 

1. MINUTES 
 
 RESOLVED 

 
 That the minutes of the meeting held on 11th July 2016, be approved and signed as a correct 

record. 
 

2. PAYMENTS 
 
 RESOLVED 

 
 That the payments included on the Agenda, together with the following additional payment, 

be authorised:- 
              

 
Payee 

 
Item 

 
£ 

Mr PG Davies � Postage reimbursement 
 

     8.25 

 
3. HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT MEASURES 
 

The Clerk circulated a copy of a letter received from Derbyshire County Council responding to 
the Parish Council’s request for highway improvement measures on Burton Road. 
 
Following an analysis of accident data for the road, and due to limited financial resources, the 
Authority was not able to justify the introduction of traffic calming measures at this time. 
 
RESOLVED 
 
That the contents of the letter be noted. 
 

4. DOCUMENTATION  
   
 The Clerk tabled the following documents for circulation to Members:- 
 

� Your Derbyshire Newsletter 
� Clerks and Councils Direct 
� Crime Report – July 

 
The Parish Council noted that the August Crime Report included the following:- 
 
14.08.16. Lullington Road – Non-dwelling burglary 
17.08.16. Mill Street – ABH assault 
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5. AUDIT – 2015-2016 FINANCIAL YEAR 
 
 Grant Thornton had concluded their audit of the Parish Council’s accounts and had confirmed 

that no matters had come to their attention giving cause for concern. 
 
 They had commented on two specific matters as follows: 
 

� The exercise of public rights to inspect the accounts and make representations to the 
auditor should be a single period of 30 days.  The Clerk had, this year, given the 
public longer to make representations. 

 
� Fixed assets should be set at purchase costs not insurance value. 

 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That the comments of the auditor be noted and acted upon for future years. 
  

6. PLAY EQUIPMENT 
 
 The Clerk reported that he understood that government grant sent via the District Council to 

Local Councils was due to cease with effect from 1st April 2017.  If implemented this would 
reduce the Parish Council’s income by approximately £1,000 per annum. 

 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That in the light of this information, a decision on providing further play equipment be 

deferred to the November meeting of the Parish Council when preliminary consideration 
would be given to the precept for the next financial year. 

 

7. REPORT BACK ON OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 There were no reports to this meeting. 
 

8. JAPANESE KNOTWEED 
 
 The Parish Council considered the contents of an e-mail from the Vice-Chairman in respect of 

the above.  A copy of the e-mail had been circulated to Members.  Councillor M Kinson 
displayed photographs of the knotweed. 

 
 RESOLVED 
 
 That the Clerk write to the owners of the land to ensure they were aware of the situation and 

asking them to kindly keep the Parish Council informed of the action being taken to eradicate 
the knotweed. 
 

9. FINANCE REPORT 
 
 The report of the Clerk showing the income and expenditure of the Parish Council as at 31st 

August 2016, was submitted for information and noted. 

 
10. REPORT OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

 
Councillor Mrs Hall reported that the District Council was very pleased with the considerable 
number of responses received to the Local Plan Part II.  Further publicity would be given to all 
the responses in due course. 
 
The Parish Council noted that the District Council were still intending to formally approve the 
plan in the summer of 2017 in accordance with the agreed timetable. 
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The Chairman referred to action required to properly repair the ‘Church Street’ sign outside 
the church railings which was currently being held together by ties.  Councillor Mrs Hall 
undertook to arrange for the matter to be dealt with. 

 

11. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
 County Councillor K Lauro reported that Coton Lane was on the rolling programme for surface 

dressing.  Reference was also made to temporary works being undertaken in the vicinity of 
the Cadley Hill roundabout.  There would be a temporary suspension of the Weight 
Restriction Order on Bridge Street/Main Street whilst works progressed. 

 
 In respect of the overgrown bush at 4 Elms Road, Councillor Lauro referred to a report she 

had received from the Engineers highlighting possible consequential implications for other 
properties if the bush was removed.  The Parish Council maintained that these other areas 
were not causing visibility obstructions onto the highway and were not, therefore, relevant. 

 
 County Councillor Lauro undertook to arrange for the engineer dealing with this matter to 

telephone the Chairman, who would restate the Parish Council’s position and request action 
was taken as a matter of urgency. 

 

12. PUBLIC SESSION 
 
 No members of the public were present at the meeting. 
 

13. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
  

There were no planning applications for consideration at the meeting. 
 

14. LEICESTER AND LEICESTERSHIRE LOCAL ENTERPRISE PARTNERSHIP 
 

The Parish Council noted that these Local Authorities had started work on a Strategic Growth 
Plan.  A Strategic Growth Statement had been prepared and this could be viewed at:- 
 
www.llstrategicgrowthplan.org.uk 
 
The deadline date for comments on the statement was 16th September 2016.   

 

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 
 RESOLVED 
 

That the next meeting be held on 3rd October 2016, at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 ___________________________ 
 [Chairman] 


